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DELTA IS READY WHEN YOU ARE’ 


ree artist Allen Sapp paints about life 
on the reservation. 


‘Allen Sapp has the rare and instinctive ability. to Sartra 
onesty and realism in his paintings. In oils and acrylics 
ogee the life of his people on the reservation, as he 


b mon the Red Pheasant Reserve near North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan in 1929. He was a frail child stricken with 
‘the effects of spinal meningitis. Unable to attend school, 


i Sapp did not learn to read and write. Instead, he taught 


himself to sketch and draw. From an early age Sapp 
spent much of his time drawing and painting with 
whatever materials he could lay his hands on. Later he 
painted in oils of white, brown and black — appropriate 
both to the scene and his limited means. As a young 


man, he sold his paintings door to door for a few dollars 


each. 
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Sapp’ 5 work: was eventually recognized and he was 
encouraged to paint what he knew best. The paintings 
‘speak for him. To look at them is to understand 
something of ig iqajonl meanstothosefor _ - 
whom it is home. Although Sapp's work shows what to. 
most of us would-be a bleak environment in.a harsh — 
climate, there is no trace of bitterness or protest in his 
paintings. The reservation scenes he depicts (often from: 
childhood memory) show places and people about. 
which he feels deeply and with real affection. _ Tee 
Texture i is a characteristic of Sapp’s work. He: achieves 
: it i in many familiar objects — a shed, a blanket, dried 
summer grasses — but principally i in snow which he. 

os ‘paints i in a manner to evoke the actual physical : sensation . 
~ of penetrating. cold in the windswept prairies. He : 

~ transmits the Cree’s acceptance of their environment. In 
oe the lonely landscape there is solidarity of purpose and the 

chores are.ac complished despite the elements. There is 

ce challenging integrity in Sapp’s s paintings that 
_ trans cends regen. a, 
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~ In 1969 and 1970, 
successful exhibits in 
Saskatchewan and 
Vancouver launched his 
career, and within the next 
five years Allen Sapp’s _ 
paintings were widely’ 
exhibited and acclaimed in. 
Canada, London and Los — 
Angeles. In 1971, he was the 
subject of a CBC 
documentary “Allen Sapp a 
by Instinct a Painter”, and in 
1973 he was one of the 
artists chosen for a National. 
Film Board documentary. 
In 1975, Sapp was elected to the Royal Canadien: 
Academy of Arts i in recognition of his outstanding — 


a confirmation of his lifelong efforts to create an 
enduring panorama of his people. 
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